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BEFORE the hour of dawn on 
March 17, Doctor Frank Wake- 
ley Gunsaulus, President of 
Armour Institute of Technology, and 
Trustee of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
passed away. 

Doctor Gunsaulus' great participation 
in the civic, cultural, and spiritual 
realization of Chicago during thirty 
years of the city's really formative period 
needs no chronicle here. It has been 
well said that he, more than any other 
man in his time, helped Chicago to 
answer the question implied in her 
motto "I will." In the words of the 
Reverend Dr. Gilkey, "Doctor Gun- 
saulus helped Chicago to determine 
what it would, and to determine it 
right." 

To Doctor Gunsaulus the Art In- 
stitute is indebted for the Mary Jane 
Gunsaulus Collection of Pottery of the 
Near East, named in commemoration of 
his mother, for the Frank W. Gunsaulus 
Collection of Old Wedgwood, and for 
the Collection of American Coverlets, 
besides numerous individual treasures. 
More far-reaching perhaps than any 
single gift was the stimulus he gave to 
great numbers of potential friends of 
art, and above all the direction which 
he gave to the unformed impulses of 
other donors. It was in recognition of 
this constructive and potent understand- 
ing of his that William H. Miner 
stipulated that his own gift bear the 
name of the Frank W. Gunsaulus Hall 
of Industrial Art. 

Doctor Gunsaulus during many years 
was developing an increasing interest 
in those arts which touch more 
closely the common activities of life. 
His sympathy and assistance were of 
preat moment to Mrs. Hodge and Mrs. 
Bell in the development of the Amelia 



Blanxius Collection of English and 
American Pottery and Porcelain. His 
belief in the usefulness of a fine group 
of medieval calligraphy and illumination 
in this great printing center of Chicago, 
and his gifts in this field, his growing 
interest in the acquisition of original 
drawings for their revelation of the 
habits of mind of the old masters who 
made them, serve to indicate his inter- 
pretation of the museum as an instru- 
ment of education. He regarded collec- 
tions never as ends in themselves to 
be wondered at, but always as means 
to drive or inspire or instruct in the 
direction of further accomplishment. In 
this as in his whole philosophy, a finer 
and more ample humanity was the goal. 

In the present period, with the In- 
stitute's destiny still a partly spoken 
prophecy, and the direction which its 
development is to follow still but half 
seen, no one has perceived the importance 
of orderly thought more clearly than 
this lamented friend, nor has anyone 
moved so consistently in accordance with 
a plan. Always withdrawing, exchang- 
ing, supplementing his own collections, 
and adding even to others, his steadfast 
purpose was to connect the few supreme 
"monuments" by such illuminating 
material as would explain them in their 
full significance — to reveal that "ten- 
dency and connection in human achieve- 
ment," the perception of which contains 
the essence of culture. 

Among our citizens none has been 
more impetuous in shaping the large 
structures which he visualized, none 
more perceptive of an essential simplicity 
and grandeur in the whole impulse of 
human development, none more ardent 
or more powerful for bringing into fact 
its great design. 

G. W. E. 
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